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nothing for the missionaries, save when they can use
the latter for their own selfish purposes; and they
arrogate to themselves all authority over both French
and savages, which leaves the missionaries without
aid. ‘‘ Before there were any Commandants here,
the missionaries were always listened to by the
traders,” who were afraid of the Fathers. Now, the
traders know that their evil acts will be condoned or
connived at by the commandants, and they have no
fear of the missionaries.

Another grievance of the missionaries is that the
commandants secure from the home government
allowances for making gifts to the savages. The
natural result is, that the latter will now do nothing
except in return for presents; and that they learn to
employ all sorts of stratagems and intrigues in order
to secure these presents, and to cheat the comman-
dants in every possible manner. Carheil hints that
the greater part of the fund supplied for this purpose
is appropriated by the officials for their own use.

Carheil urges that the garrisons be abolished, as
being entirely unnecessary —a statement which he
elaborates at length. To them and to their com-
mandants ‘‘ are due all the misfortunes of our mis-
sions.” He accordingly urgesthe governor to inform
the king of the present state of affairs, and to ask
that no more garrisons be sent to the mission posts.
He considers it expedient that the present system of
trade be abolished, preferring that the savages should
take their peltries down to the French settlements,
as in the early days of the fur trade. Carheil also
adduces various reasons why this would be for the
best interests of the French, who are rendered idle,
vagrant, and immoral by the present system. At the
same time, ‘‘ The Iroquois must be completely



